Minutes of March 30, 2007  LEVA Meeting

Red Cross, Columbia, SC 

Meeting was called to order by Dottie Cronise, president.

Individual introductions were made.

Reading and Approval of the Minutes of the February meeting as submitted by Catina Hipp (each member present read the minutes silently). 

Motion by Pat Williams, second by Leigh Caldwell.  Accepted as read.

Treasurer’s Report presented by Rebecca Barnett. 

Motion by Bernice Timmons, second Mary Jane Scott.  Accepted as read.

New Business

Legislative Liaison

Mary Jane Scott is now the new Chair for this committee.  

CEU’s for Advocates

Deatra Turner checked into CEU’s for advocates.  USC will give 1 CEU for every 10 hours of training.  There is a $10 application fee for non-profit agencies and a minimum of 10 participants. 

VRW Contribution and Scholarships

Dottie Cronise provided information from SOVA in reference to scholarships for 10 crime victims to attend VRW. 

Providing scholarships for advocates to attend VRW.  Motion was made to provide (1) scholarship for VRW.

Motion by John Talkish, second by BJ Morris.  Motion accepted. 

Nicole Goodwin and Shannon Geary provided more updated information about VRW and also provided handout.  All information pertaining to VRW can be located at SCVAN’s website. 

Columbia College is hosting a March for Victims Rights Week on April 25, 2007.  Please see Columbia College website for details.

Dottie Cronise also asked for volunteers to man the SCLEVA booth at VRW.  

By-Laws

Changes:

3.3(1)

Change May to October

Motion by Schinitra Sweeney, second by Maria Yturria.  Accepted.

3.4(1)

Change monthly to every other month effective immediately

Motion by Pat Williams, second by Schinitra Sweeney.  Accepted.

Add 3.4(3)
15% of the eligible voting  membership shall constitute a quorum.

Motion by Rebecca Barnett, second John Talkish.  Accepted.

Delete Monthly from the following sections: 
4.2.1(C)









4.2.2(A)









4.2.2(B)









5.2(5)

Add 4.8(4) “shall file all appropriate tax forms as required”:  Leigh Caldwell asked a certified accountant and discovered that we do not need to register with the State Treasurers office.  

Motion was brought to a vote and ALL were opposed to registering with the State Treasurers office as a 5013C. 

New Ethics Statement

Code of Ethics was provided at the meeting.  Motion was made to accept the New Code of Ethics as written. 

Motion by Rebecca Barnett, second Mary Jane Scott.   Accepted as read.

Website

Dottie Cronise advised that the current website would be offline effective March 30, 2007.  A new website will have to be done from scratch.  Dottie Cronise asked that we bring any ideas for the new website to the May meeting.

Committee Reports

Membership:

Katrina Huggins was not present.  

Sunshine:

Katrina Huggins was not present.  She did send a request that anyone with new contact information email her with that information so she can put it into the directory. 

Training:

Bry-Anne Jones was not present.

Mentoring Program:

Gail Few was not present.

Legislation:

Ms. Scott presented information about  Bill~H3129.  This bill as written prevents any sworn officers from using the court assessed money for victim assistance.  Ms. Scott advised we need to keep an eye on this bill and contact our Representatives and Senators.

Ms. Scott also stated that if anyone has any ideas about legislation to let her know.

Scholarship:

Rebecca Barnett advised that only one person had inquired about the scholarship for VRW.  The scholarship will be on a first come first serve basis. 

Conference:

Leigh Caldwell has been talking with the Marriott in Charleston, SC.  We have a contract drawn up for October 21-24, 2007.  The room rates are $119 a night for a room with a king sized bed or two queen sized beds.  A transit is available from the hotel to the downtown area of Charleston.  The meal prices are about the same as at last year’s conference.  There will be a charge for the meeting space.   Registration will be on Sunday, Awards Banquet on Monday, lunch buffet on Tuesday, and breakfast buffet on Wednesday.  Committee members and board members will go down to the hotel a day or two early to have a meeting with the hotel staff in preparation for the conference.  Vendor space will be $35 a day per vendor. 

Training:

Pat Williams requested more training dealing with juveniles in family court, asking for someone from family court, DJJ to speak at the next meeting.

In attendance were: Dottie Cronise, John Talkish, Rebecca Barnett, Maria Yturria, Leigh Caldwell, Willie Ellison, BJ Morris, Deatra Turner, Pat Williams, Stephanie Furtick, Mary Jane Scott, Bernice Timmons, Schinitra Swinney, Shannon Geary, Nicole Goodwin, Dianne Hipp, Elizabeth Elliott, Nicolette Saxon, Laquetta Bell, Avanette Boular, Susan Baskins, William Stanley,  Mim Burton

Respectively submitted by

Rebecca Barnett, Treasurer

